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FUNERAL  DISCOURSE. 


SOLEMN  and  deeply  affeeiing  is  the  scene 
whicji  h^'e  opens,  upon  us,  and  thus.,  indeed,  it  ought 
to  be,. ^'for  this  is  the  end  ofcdlfieshy  ^itt  ive  are 
not  left,  upon  silcH  occasions,  ^^  to  mourn  as  they 
who  have  no  hope^''"'  since  we  have  JuU  assurance 
that  they  who  live  as  Christians,  li^e  so  as  that 
Christ  may  be  magriijied,  honored  and  glorified,  mat/ 
die  in  peace  arid  in  hppe  of  future  felicity :  They 
will  find,  when  they,  leave  this  xuorld,  that  they  shall 
go  to  an  infinitely  better  a?id  happier  country,  eve?! 
an  hdavenly.  To  this  purpose  are  those  words  of 
Saint  Paul. 


PHILIP  PI  ANS  i;  21. 
To  die  is  gain, 

,:  THE  leading  idea  contained  in  these 
fe<v  words  must  assuage  the  grief  of  them  who 
are  mourning  over  their  pious  departed  rela- 
tives and  friends,  and  afford  support  and  hope 
to  Christians  on  their  dying  beds,  enabling 
them  to  triumph  and  rejoice. 


That  these  purposes  may  be  answered,  I 
will  attempt  to  show,  how  it  can  be  said  to  be 
gain  to  any  persons  to  die. 

Barely  to  die  cannot  be  said  to  be  gain  to 
any,  since  death  is  represented,  in  scripture, 
as  an  enemy  :  It  is  unnatural,  and  even  at  the 
most  distant  thoughts  of  it,  all  our  feelings 
repoil-  When,  then,  the  Apostle  says,  **  to 
die  is  gain,"  he  must  refer  to  what  takes 
place  immediately  after  the  death  of  the  body  ; 
he  must  refer  to  that  state  of  consurnnqate  bliss 
and  glory  into  which  perfected  Spirits  enter 
when  they  leave  this  world.  That  this  was 
his  meaning  is  nianifest  from  those  words  : 
**  I  have  a  desirp  to  depart,  and  to  be  with 
Christ,  which  is  far  better."  He  had,  on  his 
own  account,  a  longing,  ardent  desire  to  be 
loosed  from  the  bonds  of  fettering  clay,  fron^ 
his  earthly  tabernacle  ;  and  to  leave  the  body, 
for  then  his  Spirit  would  take  its  flight  to  the 
■world  of  Spirits,  where  he  should  be  vvith 
Christ,  his  Lord,  in  paradise.  The  Apostle 
was  persuaded  that  for  him  to  Ipave  his  body 
at  death,  and,  so,  immediately  enter  the  heav- 
enly rest  and  glory,  to  live  with  and  enjoy  his 
Saviour,  would  be  far  better  for  him,  than  to 
abide  still  in  the  flesh,  subjected  to  all  the  sor- 
rows and  sufferings  of  this  frail  state :  It  would 
be  great  gain  indeed,  infinitely  to  his  advan^ 
t age  every  way,  and  on  every  account. 

This  is  confirmed  to  be  the  true  intent  of 
his  words  in  the  text,  by  what  he  says  elscr, 


where.  "  For  we  know  that  if  our  earthly 
house  of  this  tabernacle  were  dissolved,  we 
have  a  building  of  God,  an  house  not  made 
with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  For  iri 
this  we  groan,  earnestly  desiring  to  be  clothed 
upon  with  our  house  which  is  from  heaven. 
If  so  be  that  being  clothed,  we  shall  not  be 
found  naked.  For  we  who  are  in  this  taber- 
nacle do  groan,  being  burdened  ;  not  for  that 
we  would  be  unclothed,  but  clothed  upon,  that 
mortality  might  be  swallowed  up  of  life. 
Therefore  we  are  always  confident,  knowing 
that  whilst  we  are  at  home  in  the  body,  we 
are  absent  from  the  Lord  :  (for  we  walk  by 
faith,  not  by  sight  :)  VVc  arc  confident,  1  say, 
and  willing  rather  to  be  absent  from  the  body, 
and  to  be  present  with  the  Lord.'*  And  in  the 
prospect  of  his  own  approaching  martyrdom 
and  death,  he  says,  *'  I  am  now  ready  to  be  of- 
fered, and  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand. 
I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my 
course,  I  have  kept  the  faith.  Henceforth 
there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteous- 
ness, which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge, 
shall  give  to  me  at  that  day,  and  not  to  me  only» 
but  unto  all  them  also  who  love  his  appearing.'* 
Now,  what  St.  Paul  said  respecting  him- 
SjSlf,  in  the  text,  that  may  all  real  Christians 
also  say,  and  will  find  no  less  true,  that  for 
them  *'  to  die  will  be  gain  ;"  great,  unspeaka- 
ble, infinite  gain  indeed  ! 


But  how,  it  may  be  asked,  does  this  ap- 
pear ?  May  not  good  people  be  tolerably  hap- 
py here,  and  enjoy  much  ?  They  have  thek 
various  relatives  and  friends  ;  these  are  a  source 
of  great  comfort,  delight  and  satisfaction  :  but 
these  they  will  leave  behind  at  death.  And 
they  may  have  their  share  of  the  innocent  en- 
joyments and  pleasures  of  this  present  state. 
And,  beside,  they  have  their  spiritual  joys, 
the  comforts  of  religion,  which  are  neither 
few  nor  small,  which  a  stranger  intermeddles 
not  with.  From  hence  it  would  seem,  they 
might  be  happy  here  ;  more  so  than  worldly 
minded  persons,  who  have  their  portion  in  this 
life.  Flow,  then,  can  it  be  said,  that  for  them 
" '  to  die  is  gain  ? " 

The  answer  is,  while  in  the  body  they  are 
subjected  to  their  full  share  of  trouble,  sorrow 
and  suffering,  in  common  with  other  people  j 
and  often  to  a  greater  share  than  those  whose 
consciences  will  let  them  do  almost  any  thing. 
But  after  death  there  is  an  entire  end  to  all  the 
sufferings  and  distresses  of  good  people  : — To 
such  there  is  no  more  sin,  nor  sickness,  nor 
pain,  sorrow,  nor  grief  of  any  kind  i  they  are 
instantly  beyond  the  reach  of  suffering  : 
There  the  \vicked  cease  from  troubling  ;  there 
the  weary  be  at  rest:"  They  are  in  perfect 
peace  j  "  songs  and  everlasting  joys  are  upon 
their  heads ;  and  sorrow  and  sighing  flee  away 
forever. 


True,  indeed,  it  is,  that  at  death  there  is 
an  end  to  all  their  enjoyments  of  time  and 
sense;  but  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  when  they 
put  off  their  bodies,  their  taste,  their  relish 
herefor  instantly  cease,  and  their  desire  of  such 
as  are  of  a  different  nature  take  place,  and  are 
continually  gratified,  as  they  are  admitted  to 
the  exercises  and  enjoyments  of  the  heavenly 
world  ;  they  enter,  at  once,  upon  that  blessed 
state  where  **  is  fulness  of  joy  and  pleasure 
forevermore." 

We  grant,  at  death,  they  leave  many  rela- 
tives and  friends  behind,  dear  to  them  as  their 
own  souls }  yet  still  it  is  '*  gain  to  them  to  die,'* 
as  they  immediately  join  the  much  larger 
number  of  their  acquaintance  and  connexions 
who  went  before  them  into  the  invisible 
world  ;  and  whose  Spirits  are  perfected  in  glo- 
ry i  they  are  admitted  to  the  society  of  the  an- 
gels of  light,  and  there  form  new  connexions  ; 
yea,  they  ar^  admitted  into  the  presence  of 
God  and  the  Lamb.  As  St.  Paul  says,  *'  They 
come  unto  mount  Zion,  the  city  of  the  living 
God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  to  an  innumera- 
ble company  of  Angels,  to  the  general  assem- 
bly and  church  of  the  first  born  who  are  writ- 
ten in  heaven,  to  God,  the  Judge  of  all,  to  the 
spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  and  to  Jesus > 
the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant."  There 
they  will  meet  with  all  their  former  pious  and 
virtuous  friends  :  There  they  will  dwell -with 
those  illustrious  and  excellent  personages,  o.* 


tvhom  they  have  only  read  or  heard  :--But 
what  seems  to  crown  their  felicity  is  this,  they 
shall  be  admitted  to  see,  enjoy  and  dwell  for- 
ever with  Christ,  their  Lord  and  Saviour.  The 
Apostle  in  the  context  and  some  other  places, 
seems  to  consider  and  speak  of  this  as  what 
constituted  heaven  itself,  that  he  should  be 
with  Christ ;  that  immediately  upon  his  depar- 
ture hence,  he  should  be  present  with  his  dear 
Lord  and  Saviour  ;  even  with  that  glorious 
person,  to  whom  he  was  so  much  indebted 
for  all  his  happiness  and  salvation,  who  did 
and  suffered  so  much  to  purchase  his  complete 
redemption,  and  whom  it  would  be  his  greatest 
honor,  delight  and  joy  to  see,  dwell  with  and 
praise. 

These  particulars  kept  in  view  rtiust  satisfy 
us  that,  with  all  propriety  it  may  be  said,  **  to 
die  is  gain  :" — Saints  by  death  are  removed  far 
beyond  the  reach  of  trouble  and  affliction  of 
every  kind  and  degree — they  are  at  rest — are 
crowned  with  glory  and  honor— every  want 
is  supplied — every  desire  is  gratified — they 
have  the  best  of  company — the  sublimest  enjoy- 
ments— are  engaged  in  the  noblest  employ- 
ments, the  most  divine,  rational,  spiritual  ex- 
ercises— '*  and  taste  beatitude  past  utter- 
ance." And  here  upon  we  may  pronounce^ 
with  the  wise  man,  "  the  day  of  their  death  is 
better  than  the  day  of  their  birth." 

But  who  are  they  to  whom  it  will  be  such 
gain  to  die  ? 


According  to  the  words  preceding  the  text, 
death  will  be  gain  only  to  such  as  live  to  Christ 
here  in  the  body.  And  they  may  be  said  to 
live  to  Christ,  who  embrace  and  profess  his 
religion  and  sincerely  endeavor  to  live  agreea- 
bly to  its  rules,  laws  and  institutions,  and  ^vho 
deny  themselves,  take  up  the  cross,  tread  in 
his  steps  and  are  armed  with  his  mind.  And 
they  who  have  distinguished  themselves  by  a/ 
series  of  long  labors  and  painful  exertions  foe 
Christ,  amidst  great  trials  and  difficulties,  and 
faithfully  endeavored  to  promote  the  important 
designs  for  which  he  came  into  the  world,  in 
furthering  the  salvation  of  mankind,  shall  be 
distinguished  by  him,  in  the  distribution  of  fu- 
ture rewards.  **  They  who  turn  many  to 
righteousness  shall  shine  as  the  stars  for  ever 
and  ever.  They  shall  shine  forth  as  the  sun 
in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father."  And  to  this 
St.  Paul  may,  not  improbably,  allude,  when 
he  says,  that  for  him,  *'  to  die  would  be 
gain  :" — For  he  had  been  a  most  eminent  in- 
strument of  spreading  Christianity  and  promot- 
ing the  Redeemer's  kingdom  in  the  world. 

Nor  shall  the  pious  matron  be  forgotten,  or, 
in  any  wise  lose  her  reward,  who  in  her  hum- 
ble station  and  limited  sphere,  has  endeavored 
to  walk  before  God,  in  her  house,  in  a  perfect 
way,  to  instruct  her  offspring  in  the  principles 
and  duties  of  Christianity,  to  train  them  up  in 
the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  and 
command  them,  after  her  example,  to  keep  the 
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good  ways  of  God,  for  hereby  the  religion  of 
the  blessed  Jesus  is  continued  and  spread  iit 
the  world  from  age  to  age. 

ladd,  all  who  contribute,  according  to 
their  several  stationis,  abilities  and  opportuni- 
ties, to  promote  the  glory  of  God,  the  cause  of 
Christ,  and  the  salvation  of  men,  will  find  it 
gain  to  die  :  For  he  who'has  all  pbwerin  heaven, 
as  well  as  on  earth,  committed  to  him,  is  able 
to- recompense  their  labors  and  fidelity  to  him. 
He  is  now  gone  away  to  prepare  martsioris  in 
the  regioris  of  bliss,  for  all  his  true  disciples 
and  faithful  friends  j  and  he  will  come  again, 
and  receive  them  unto  himself,  that  where  he  is 
there  they  may  be  also*  He  will  receive  theii? 
departing  Spirits  to  be  with  him  in  paradise, 
raise  up  their  dead  bodies  at  the  last  day,  reani- 
mate their  mouldered  dust,  reunite  their  per- 
fected Spirits  to  their  glorious,  incorruptible^ 
immortal  bodies,  **  so  shall  they  be  ever  with 
the  Lord,  in  whose  presence  is  fulness  of  joy  ; 
and  at  whose  right  hand  are  pleasures  for  ever- 
more.'* What  great,  what  infinite  gain  then, 
is  death  to  the  real  Christian,  the  true  believ- 
er ?  Well  may  we  exclaim  in  the  very  words 
which  the  voice  from  heaven  commanded  St. 
John  to  write,  and  say,  **  Blessed  are  the  dead 
who  die  in  the  Lord  :  for  they  rest  from  their 
labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them.** 

Such  was  the  character  of  the  deceased, 
whose  remains  are  before  us,  in  my  judgment. 
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formed  from  a  peculiar  intimacy  in  the  family 
for  more  than  forty  years,  and  from  observa- 
tion on  her  conduct  in  all  the  diversified  scenes 
and  passages  of  life.  Descended  from  a  fami- 
ly* respectable  from  the  infancy  of  this  Coun- 
try to  this  time,  such  was  her  own  deportment 
in  her  station,  as  not  to  diminish  the  lustre  of 
the  name,  nor  detract  from  its  deserved  distinc- 
tion. She  was  an  ornament  to  her  sex  and  aij 
honor  to  the  town. 

These  dear  Sir,  are  thoughts  and  reflections 
suggested  from  the  text  in  the  preceding  dis- 
course, with  which  your  firm  faith  in  Chris- 
tianity will  enable  you  to  soothe  your  sorrow 
on  this  distressing  occasion.  You  believe, 
with  me,  that  your  departed  consort  was  a  real 
Christian  ;  that  **  she  is  not  dead  but  sleep- 
cth  ;**  and  that,  in  the  morning  of  the  resurrec-' 
tion,  Jesus  will  come  and  awake  this  body 
from  its  gentle  slumbers,  and  when,  united 
again  to  the  now  perfected  Spirit,  she  shall  be 
ever  with  the  Lord.  Support  yourself  with 
these  considerations,  comfort  yourself,  at  this 
seasori,  with  those  consolations  wherewith  you 
have  comforted  many  of  your  own  flock 
and  others  upon  similar  occasions.  But  your 
age  and  station  forbid  any  further  exhortation, 

•  Williams,  a  branch  of  which  removed  from  Roxbury 
and  settled  in  Pomfret,  Connecticut,  where  she  was  born,  and 
vrhere  her  Father  was  many  years,  Deacon  of  the  church  now 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Josiah  Whitney,  D.  D. 
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A  grateful  sense  of  the  singular  and  distin- 
guished goodness  of  God  to  you  arid  your 
family  has,  I  am  sensible,  deeply  penetrated 
your  heart ; — that  no  death  has  been  permit- 
ted to  take  place  in  yoiir  habitation  until  this  ; 
— that  God  has  given  you  to  live  happily  in 
the  married  state  for  almost  half  a  century. 
And  though  now  the  dearest  ties  are  broken 
and  a  separation  has  taken  place,  yet  this  will 
be  but  short ;  for  as  you  are  already  arrived  to 
the  allotted  boundary  of  human  life,  the  time 
of  your  departure  must  be  at  hand,  when  you 
will  go  to  her,  where  there  will  be  no  more 
parting,  no  more  death.  Of  eight  desirable 
children  with  which  you  have  been  blessed,  all 
still  live,  so  far  as  we  know,  though  some  are  at 
a  great  distance  from  you  ; — but  they  will,  we 
trust,  all  be  a  comfort  to  you  ;  and  those  near 
and  about  you,will,  we  hope  and  pray,  live  to  be 
a  stay  and  staff  to  you,  whereon,  under  God, 
you  may  lean  in  the  decline  of  life  ; — that  they 
will  minister  to  you  under  the  growing  infirm- 
ities of  age ;  shew  you  every  token  of  filial  af- 
fection and  veneration ;  soften  the  distresses  of 
a  sick  and  dying  bed  ;  honor  and  respect  a  de- 
parted father  ;  and  be  your  crown  of  rejoicing 
in  the  great  day,  when  you  shall  be  able  to 
say,  "  Lords  here  am  I,  and  the  children  thou 
hast  given  me. 

The  children  of  the  deceased,  who  **  bow 
down  heavily  as  they  who  mourn  for  their 
mother,"  have  much  to  comfort  them,  for  their 
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loss  we  all  believe  to  be  her  gain.  Follow  her 
wherein  she  followed  Christ.  Your  surviving 
parent  can  **  have  no  greater  joy  from  you, 
than  to  see  you  are  walking  in  the  truth.'* 
Fear  God  and  obey  his  laws  ; — train  up  your 
children  in  the  way  they  should  go,  then  shall 
you  experience  the  truth  of  that  promise,  '*  the 
mercy  of  the  Lord  is,  from  everlasting  to  ever- 
lasting, on  them  who  fear  him,  and  his  right- 
eousness unto  childrens'  children,  to  such  as 
keep  his  covenant  and  to  them  who  remember 
his  commandments  to  do  them,"  As  you 
were  peculiarly  attentive  to  your  deceased  par- 
ent, while  living,  continue  your  assiduities  to  a 
venerable  Father  ;  nor  suffer  your  hearts  to  re- 
proach you,  while  he  and  you  live,  with  the 
least  neglect  of  duty  towards  him  :  So  shall 
you  be  made  to  experience  like  care,  kindness 
and  affection  from  your  children,  when  you 
may  need.  May  you  all  have  wisdom  and 
grace  so  to  improve  under  this  painful  dispen- 
sation as  that  it  may  **  work  out  for  you,  in  the 
end,  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory,"  then  shall  you  meet  your  parents 
and  each  other  in  that  infinitely  happier  world, 
where  sorrow  and  sighing  cannot  enter. 

The  people  of  this  town  will  sympathize 
with  their  afflicted  Pastor  under  his  heavy 
bereavement  by  the  removal  of  his  consort, 
whom  you  have  long  known,  and  whom  you 
respected  for  her  own  and  for  his  sake  ;  and 
>vhile,  in  the  silent  but  expressive  language  of 
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fiis  soirrow,  you  may  imagine  you  hear  his 
**  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered,"  as  ia 
these  accents,  **  Pity  me,  O  my  friends  for  the 
hand  of  the   Lord  hath  touched  me,"  you 
**  will  strengthen  him  with  your  mouth,  and 
kt  the  moving  of  your  lips  assuage  his  grief.*' 
Visit  him  and  «peak  kindly  to  him  in  his  soli* 
tary  state  ;  and  remember  this  prophet  cannot 
Kve  always  :   He  has  been  long  with  you,  and 
his  remaining  days  must  be  few  :  Treat  him  as 
you  ought ;  and  this  you  will  find  a  most  sure 
and  certain  way  to  be  blessed  in  his  successor. 
In  a  very  little  time  we  all,  who  now  com- 
pose this  assembly,  must  go  this  way  of  all  the 
earth,  be  laid  unto  our  Fathers  and  see  corrup- 
tion :     Nevertheless  we,  according  to  God's 
promise,  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  bod- 
ies we  put  off  at  death,  and  in  the  life  everlast- 
ing beyond  the   grave.     Seeing  we  look  for 
such  things,  let  us  act  our  parts  well  while  on 
the  stage  j  constantly  aspiring  to  glory,  honor 
and  immortality  ;  so  shall  we  have  part  in  the 
first  resurrection,  be  of  the  number  of  those 
on  whom  the  second  death  can  have  no  pow- 
er; be  made  kings  and  priests  to  God  and 
the  Lamb,  and  reign  with  them  forever.-— rr 
AMEN. 
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